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Patient and Public Involvement in Cancer Services
Tuesday 9th December

Comfort Inn, Antrim

File notes

Morning session

Jenny Grainger, Fresh Start

A super session was had with Jenny. The opportunity arose for group discussion on the various aspects that we all face not just within teams but outside of the work environment also. Main outcomes from this session, aside from individual aspects, were the following

1. A need to clarify processes which will ensure that PPI Representatives in the various NICaN groups are as empowered as possible regarding the meetings. It was noted that the following processes may be of help

- PPI Representatives to note specific aspects of the agenda they feel they would like more details on and inform Janis or group co-ordinator

- specific details to then be forwarded to PPI Representatives with the opportunity to clarify any issues which arise prior to the meeting
- affording PPI Representatives with evidence based examples to share with health care professionals will provide better opportunities for effective partnership working

2. It was agreed that this group would meet twice annually. This is in light of the various NICaN group meetings which occur every 3 months. It was considered that any more meetings would simply add to the pressure on PPI Representatives to find time for same. The aim of these meetings will be to give group members the opportunity to reflect upon their involvement and how they feel it can be enhanced.
3. In addition, it was agreed that ‘training’ sessions should be organised between group meetings. These will be facilitated by Jenny and will focus upon specific topics raised by group members e.g. confidence building, assertiveness training or more general awareness raising of issues in health care. It was agreed that these sessions should be open to health care professionals. This will 

i) afford them the opportunity to access such training 

ii) act as means of bringing PPI Representatives and health care professionals together in a different climate to that of NICaN Regional meetings
If anyone has particular suggestions for the next meeting in March could they forward them to Janis please.
Afternoon session
Professor Jonathan Tritter, University of Warwick
Professor Jonathan Tritter from the University of Warwick presented the group with an international aspect of PPI. Jonathan also shared a tool which he is developing with the aim of measuring the impact of PPI. Please find Jonathan’s presentation attached. It was noted that the climate is ripe here in Northern Ireland to promote PPI and Queens University Belfast is currently working with Jonathan to developing a PPI module to commence in 2009. 
Local updates
Patient Audit Panel
Janis highlighted the forthcoming Patient Audit Panel. Opportunities to take part in this will be advertised in early spring, commencing with a Patient Information Audit in March 2009. Ultimately, PPI within peer review of cancer services will be part of the remit of this panel.
Developing our PPI Strategy 
The draft PPI Strategy was briefly highlighted. Group members were asked to take a copy and forward comments to Janis. Alex, Nicola and Janis will be meeting the Trust Chief Executives in early 2009 in order to present the strategy and point the future direction of PPI within the Cancer Network. A draft copy of the strategy has been attached for group members who were unable to attend on Tuesday. Comments regarding the strategy are most welcome.
Forthcoming meetings
Training: Thursday 19th March 2009

Bracken Room, Comfort Inn, Antrim

PPI Representatives: Thursday11th June, 2009

Bracken Room, Comfort Inn, Antrim 
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