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Peer Review Reference Group Meeting 
16th December 2008, Fern House Antrim 
	In attendance:

Dermot Hughes (Chair)
Michael Reilly

Margaret Fleming

Sally Campalani

Theresa Nixon

Liz Henderson

Lisa McWilliams

Tom Morton

Pat McClelland

Nicola Porter 

Fiona Beattie
Stephen Kirk

Joe O’Neill
	Apologies:

Alison Porter 
Cara McCay



	Item number
	Summary of key points / outcomes/ action
	Identified Party & date 

	3 

2
5
7

	Tender Process 

Whilst the tender was not appointed a meeting has been arranged in January with the English Peer Review Team who have expressed an interest in this work.  Dr Hughes undertook to provide feedback on the outcome of this  meeting as it was felt that it would inform the required actions of this group and of  the co-ordinating team 

Draft Terms of Reference (Circulated in advance) 
The Draft Terms of Reference were signed off with the following agreed points
· Meeting frequency will be agreed after the meeting with the English Peer Review Team in January.  

· The Vice Chair is to be agreed by Dr Hughes and Ms McCay

· Primary Care Representation is to be explored

· The composition of the co-ordinating team is to be informed by the meeting with the English Peer Review Team 

Review of measures

A presentation of all of the generic MDM measures from the Manual of Cancer Services was made by Dr Hughes.  Each measure and its compliance were discussed and agreed or highlighted for further consideration. 

Whilst it was acknowledged that a number of measures would have an impact on how services are currently arranged it was felt that they should not be diluted for Northern Ireland.  

A copy of the presentation will be forwarded to the Group with those measures requiring additional comment clearly highlighted.    Once finalised by this Group the Measures will be endorsed by the Network Board and the Department before dissemination to the Trusts. 
Emerging issue
Mr Kirk expressed concern that some private cancer patients may not be having their cases discussed at an MDM. Members felt that treatment in a private setting was an important part of patient choice but that these cancer patients should have comparable care.  

Ms Nixon indicated that where the Department have endorsed standards then RQIA is enabled to assess practice in the private sector.    It was clarified that Peer Review is a recommendation of the Departments Cancer Control Programme and as such once the measures are finalised the Department can inform RQIA that these are the standards to be followed.   
Clinician Buy In
It was acknowledged that process can only be successful with clinician buy in and as such members of the reference group and local lead cancer teams were encouraged to promote this as a quality driven initiative.  


	Dr Hughes 

D Hughes / C McCay

L McWilliams

D Hughes  - to liase with DHSSPSNI

All 




Date of Next Meeting: 
Next meeting will be late January / early February


