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Acute Oncology Services
 Working Group 

Knockbracken Healthcare Park, Belfast

30th September 2009
	Present:
Mr Charlie Martyn (Chair)

Mrs Liz Henderson 

Mrs Dympna McParlan

Dr Robert Harte
Dr Seamus McAleer

Dr Anne Kyle

Mrs Sally Campalani

Miss Caitlin McCoy

Dr Mark Bell

Dr Michael Trimble

Mrs Jackie Kayes

Dr Stephen Garvin 

Mr David Hill

Dr Graeme Crawford

Dr Niall COllum

Dr Stephen Hall

Dr Colum Rodgers


	Apologies:
Mrs Elizabeth England

Mr Robert Sowney
Dr Paul Kettle

Dr Stephen Kirk

Dr Alan McKinney



	Item number
	Summary of key points / outcomes/ action
	Identified Party & date 

	AOS_09_01
AOS_09_02

AOS_09_03

AOS_09_03

AOS_09_04
AOS_09_05

	Welcome and Introductions 

Mr Martyn welcomed all to the meeting and led roundtable introductions. 
Background and Context

Mr Martyn presented the background and context to the establishment of the Acute Oncology Services (AOSs) working group and explained how it would take cognisance of the recommendations made in the National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death (NCEPOD) and the National Chemotherapy Advisory Group (NCAG) reports.
Baseline Assessment 

Dympna McParlan gave a presentation outlining that AOSs encompasses both the management of patients who develop severe complications following chemotherapy or as a consequence of their previously diagnosed cancer, as well as the management of patients who present as emergencies with previously undiagnosed cancer. She explained that AOSs therefore necessarily involves clinicians working in emergency departments and in acute medicine, as well as in oncology and related disciplines. Discussions ensued as to which group of presenting patients the group would focus on and all members agreed that the work of the group needed to encompass all of the above. Dympna explained the current model of organisation of chemotherapy delivery, key issues emerging from the baseline assessment of relevance to the group and suggestions for improvement. All present concurred with the issues presented and agreed that this was a true reflection of the current situation. 
Presentation to be e-mailed to all group members and put on NICaN website
Terms of Reference

The draft terms of reference were discussed and the group concurred with these with minor amendments suggested.

Amend terms of reference as suggested by the group.
Group Membership
The group membership was examined to ensure all constituencies were represented. It was suggested that the following representation was required:

Mr Eamon Mackle, Consultant General Surgeon, SHSCT

General Physician, Erne Hospital

Emergency Medicine Consultant, Causeway Hospital

Invite additional members as suggested by group.
Actions Arising
Baseline Assessment Report

Produce draft baseline assessment report (present to NICaN chemotherapy meeting in November) and circulate to members prior to next meeting.

Patient Expectations
Produce a summary of what patients expect from AOSs for presentation at next meeting. This will help to shape services and teams around the needs of patients.

NCAG Report
E-mail the NCAG report to all group members.

All members to read NCAG report. Identify and forward issues for discussion prior to next meeting to dympnamcparlan@cancerni.net This will help to form the agenda and action plan.

COIS
The issue of access to the electronic patient record COIS on a read only basis for A&E units and acute admission units was raised as an issue in the baseline assessment. 

Some units were not aware of the system, some had access and some not. 

Raise awareness of the existence of COIS and how to access it. An email to be forwarded to relevant departments within Trusts. D McParlan to contact Dr N Collum

Dr G Crawford to check requirements re COIS accessibility for GPs including Out of Hours

Current Development Activity

Dr Mark Bell gave a short presentation on the draft Neutropenic Sepsis policy that the NICaN Chemotherapy subgroup had developed. It was agreed that the group needed to identify any other areas of work currently happening of relevance to AOSs.
Devise a proforma for group to collate above information

· Local work in AE, MAU or medical wards etc.
· Regionally through NICaN
Telephone Helplines

Forward to group members the summary of current chemotherapy telephone helpline practice across cancer units / centre 
Project Initiation Document (PID)
Please note that the final PID will be uploaded to the NICaN website @ www.cancerni.net
Meeting Frequency

Meetings will be held on a two monthly basis and frequency assessed as the project progresses.
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Date of Next Meeting: Friday 4th December @ 3pm, Board Room, Bush House, Antrim
