Reporting Template for Primary Care Representatives on Network Groups

	Network Group: Lung

	Dates of Meetings since last Primary Care Regional Group Meeting:

Thursday 15th of October 2009

	Issued discussed with relevance to Primary Care

· NICE guidelines in favour of Premexel for 1st line treatment of non-small cell Lung Cancer.www.nice.org.uk

· NICaN Patient group working on providing transport for patients in the Northern Trust.

· Lung Patient support groups continuing with good attendance. Two pilots ongoing one in Ecos centre and the other in the Grove Health and Well being centre.

· Cancer access targets were audited from Jan-March on 31 and 62 day waits. 32 days results were good but 62 days not so good. Only red flagged referrals from GPs were audited. Discussion developed around the agreement to red flag all suspicious referrals no matter what pathway they arose from.

· Dr Kieran McManus expressed concern that targets may not be met due to bed closures and theatre list being cancelled.

· GP letters arising from CAPPS should include what patient knows about the diagnosis and a report of the outcome of the MDM meeting.

· Capps now available in BCH, RVH and Western Board.

· Assessment and fitness protocol signed off. Available on NICaN website.

· 900 Lung Cancers in Northern Ireland yearly, 18% receive surgery and 64% receive treatment. These figures are above the average for Royal Marsden and Christies.

· In 2007/08 the amount of chemotherapy given in Northern Ireland has doubled.

· GP referral guidelines pick up about 10% of lung cancers. Concerns regarding overuse of the guidelines. All units to audit GP referrals for lung cancers based on referral guidance. It is then hoped that an assessment can then be made of the changes needed. The guidance is to be amended to read “suspicious of cancer” and not” potentially attributable” but no other changes to be made until NICE guidance is reissued.

· Discussion around documentation that is to be given to a patient on diagnosis. This is to include a diagram depicting the site of disease. This may accompany GPs letter as well.

· GP to be informed of outcome of MDM within 48 hrs in Northern Ireland in England the standard is 24hrs. The longer period is due to data protection between trust. 

	

	Date next Network Group Meeting: 20TH January 2010




