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20th NICaN Pharmacy Group
Ewart Room Holywell Hospital

Friday 12th March 2010
9.30am – 12.00pm

	In attendance:

Ewan McGrattan

Nicola Martin

Maire McGrady
Claire Walsh 

Jill McIntyre

Bernie O’Neill

	Apologies:

Liz England
Linda McNeice
Maurice Regan

Cathy Farragher
Fionnuala Green

Lorraine Mullan

Kathy Stephenson

Dearbhla Fox
Barbara Jackson


	Item number
	Summary of key points / outcomes/ action
	Identified Party & date 

	PH_0910_25
	Sign off and matters arising from minutes – 11December, 2009

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December were agreed as a true and accurate reflection of the meeting.

Action: Chair to upload approved minutes to website.
	M McGrady 

March 2010

	PH_0910_26

	Review of timings previously collected for C PORT
Ms McGrady thanked the pharmacists who attended the C-Port demonstration held in January.  The C-PORT team have agreed to come over and look at current data held to give us an idea of far we have to go in data collection. Previously (Nov 2006) the Pharmacy group had looked at chemotherapy preparation timings. Differences in preparation were noted. Since then new drugs/regimens have been added and regional banding has been agreed.  Discussion ensued re timings per drug or per regimen.
A time was allocated to each of the bands.  It was agreed that these timings were to be validated for single agents.

Timings for regimens were to be calculated and confirmed if the timing allocations/banding for a single agent could also relate to regimens.

Oral chemotherapy was to be left for further discussion
	Single agent timings to be validated.  Regimen timings to be calculated.
Action: All 

by June 2010

	PH_0910_27

	Lung chemotherapy protocols 
Ms McGrady thanked everyone for feedback on the protocols. Dose modifications and subsequent tests were to be clarified with the lung Consultants. Once the lung Consultants agreed the protocols they were to be circulated to the NICaN chemotherapy nursing group for comment.
	M McGrady

	PH_0910_28

	NICaN D&T meeting update 
An update from NICaN D&T was provided. Patient numbers from the two business cases have to be agreed. 
CMG’s will be going to the D&T one at a time. The role of the D&T in CMG’s is to be clarified.

Current processes and work plans were discussed.
	

	PH_0910_29

	BOPA standards for clinical pharmacy verification of prescription for cancer medicines
It is recognised that checking prescriptions for systemic anticancer therapies is more complex than checking prescriptions for most other medicines. In January 2010, BOPA published standards for clinical pharmacy verification of prescriptions for anticancer medicines. This document brings together established clinical pharmacy practice and presents it in the form of standards.  There was discussion around the challenges to some organisations in implementing the standards. It was recognised that this would involve a change in practice for some Trusts.  It was agreed in principle to adopt the BOPA standards, however further discussion was required.
	e-mail Pharmaceutical care plan used in SE Trust cancer unit
N Martin

	PH_0910_30

	Joint working with cancer nurses
Following on from the meeting in January 2010 between F Green, M McGrady and S Campalini. The following were highlighted as areas where pharmacy and nursing could work jointly:

Pre assessment

New models of chemotherapy review

Implementation of newly funded therapies

Palliative care

Joint education initiatives

Oral chemotherapy

Patient information for specific regimens
GP letters
It was agreed that M McGrady or F Green attend the next chemo nurse meeting to identify which area should be chosen. It was recognised that the implementation of newly funded therapies may be a starting point
	Attendance at Chemo nurses meeting


	PH_0910_31
	Trastuzumab infusion time

A change in infusion time in the SPC for trastuzumab was highlighted by L Mullan via e-mail.  Prescription charts to be amended accordingly.
	All

	PH-0910_32
	MSc. Project

C Walsh provided an overview of her research project. The audit period is April –December 2009.  She will let the cancer unit pharmacists know when she will be visiting.
	C Walsh
April 2010

	PH_0910_33

	Dates of meetings for 2010-2011

The following dates for the NICaN Pharmacy meetings are:

4 June 2010 Ewart Room Holywell Hospital 
10 September 2010 Ewart Room Holywell Hosp

10 December 2010 Ewart Room Holywell Hospital 
10 March 2011 Ewart Room Holywell Hospital
Time 9.30am – 12.00pm
	


Time and Date of Next Meeting:  9.30am, Friday 4th June 2010, Ewart Room Holywell Hospital

