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1st July 2008. 

Dear Colleague, 

Please find enclosed an updated revision of our two page guide to familial cancer referrals.  After risk assessment from analysis of the family history and confirmation of cancers if necessary for accuracy, patients will be categorised into three risk groups: 
1. Low / average risk. We aim to reassure individuals who, on the information given, do not have risks raised to a significant degree above that of the general population, so extra surveillance is not suggested.  It will be clearly stated in a copy of the letter direct to the patient, that individuals in this group still have the same risk (or perhaps slightly higher) of cancer as any other individual of the same age in the general population. They will be encouraged to carry out the standard health awareness and screening as recommended for the general population.

2. Moderate risk. Specific screening recommendations and appropriate referral to an appropriate specialist (for example the local specialist breast surgeon) is recommended.  We will usually suggest an appropriate referral route or refer directly to a moderate risk clinic or discuss options for the GP and patient to consider.

3. High risk. In addition to initiating specialist surveillance, this group will be offered a genetic clinic appointment. Genetic testing may be pursued in these families.

Your referral will be processed more rapidly if you include the following information: 

· the names of affected family members and their approximate age of onset and type of cancers (or append a brief sketch of a family tree)
· if a genetic mutation has been identified in the family please let us know, and include if possible the relatives name or contact details or the family mutation if known 

· If your own patient has cancer –  age at onset and a copy of the histopathology report

Our service covers the entire NI region – referrals should be sent to individual consultants at the Belfast City Hospital address above for all clinics - (Do not send to cancer units as all secretarial staff are based in Belfast City Hospital) 

Consultant led clinic locations: 
· Southern Board: Dr Alex Magee, Dr Vivienne McConnell (Craigavon)

· Western Board: Dr Shane McKee (Altnagelvin); Dr Vivienne McConnell (Erne)

· Northern Board: Dr Tabib Dabir; Prof Patrick Morrison (Antrim)

· Eastern Board – All 5 cancer consultants for clinics held in Belfast City Hospital; also Ulster Hospital (Patrick Morrison); Action Cancer house (Patrick Morrison, Tabib Dabir).
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Yours sincerely,
Prof Patrick J Morrison, Consultant in cancer genetics, for the cancer genetics team.
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